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Reading: Chelsea Manning honored with Whistleblowing Prize
From www.chelseamanning.org/uncategorized/blueprintwhistleblowingprize 
Fill in the gaps with the words in the boxes, and then watch the video and answer or pay attention to my language notes below.

May 10, 2016 by the Chelsea Manning Support Network

Aaron Kirkhouse accepts the Blueprint Enduring Impact Whistleblowing Prize on behalf of Chelsea Manning, May 9 2016
ENDURING

FORTHCOMING

SEEKING

WRONGDOING

ENDURED

AWARDED

HOSTED

ACKNOWLEDGE

REPRESENTATIVE

REVEAL 
PRIZE

WHISTLEBLOWERS
On Monday May 9th, Chelsea Manning was honored for her heroic actions at a London ceremony 
1. ____ by Blueprint for Free Speech, a non-profit dedicated to supporting freedom of expression for all individuals and 2. ____ improved government transparency.

Chelsea received this year’s Blueprint 3. ____ Impact Whistleblowing Prize along with fellow 4. ____ John Kiriakou and Dr. Raj Mattu.

The honor included a cash 5. ____ of $7,200; Chelsea confirmed to a Support Network 6. ____ that she is grateful she’ll be able to use these funds toward her 7. ____ appeal legal fees.

“Whistleblowing is the right to dissent from 8. ____,” said writer and academic Suelette Dreyfus, one of the three judges who 9. ____ the prizes. “We are proud to publicly 10. ____ the bravery of these tremendous people, who have 11. ____ persecution and great personal sacrifice because they chose to 12. ____ wrongdoing and corruption in the public interest.”

Personal friend Aaron Kirkhouse accepted the award and read Chelsea’s prepared speech on her behalf:

Good evening from sunny Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. I wish I could be there to accept this award in person, but since I cannot, I am delighted to have Aaron Kirkhouse accept it on my behalf.
Continue listening / reading on the link above.
https://youtu.be/CGLpEdiqML4
1. How did C.M. express “En un mundo cada vez más interconectado y dependiente de la tecnología”?

2. Person, people / persona – human / humane. What’s “persona” in English, and how do you pronounce “humane” (cf. “human”)?

3. Prepositions: al teléfono, en mi nombre, a lo largo de los años, en los medios de comunicación (and pronunciation), luchar a mi lado / junto a mí
4. Interesting verbs: “Stay motivated”, “Keep fighting”, to highlight
5. What’s “to thrive”? Can you hear examples on the radio or TV?

6. Useful Language + Collocations: “whose revelations have had an enduring impact across a longer period of time”.
7. Emphasis: Thank you so VERY much!
8. n/v. An important undertaking / To undertake relevant action; endurance / to endure – enduring / endured…
9. Modifiers: a longer-term shift (change), a fast-paced society
Gather Useful Language to communicate about news or topics about democracy, freedom of speech, whistleblowers, crime, justice, prisons, human rights, surveillance, privacy, technology… and use it in class!

President Obama, pardon Edward Snowden and Chelsea Manning – About 875 words – time yourself!
When it comes to civil liberties, Obama has made grievous mistakes. To salvage his reputation, he should exonerate the two greatest whistleblowers of our age
June 1, 2016, by Trevor Timm – originally published in the Guardian
As he wraps up his presidency, it’s time for Barack Obama to seriously consider pardoning whistleblowers Chelsea Manning and Edward Snowden.

Last week, Manning marked her six-year anniversary of being behind bars. She’s now served more time than anyone who has leaked information to a reporter in history – and still has almost three decades to go on her sentence.

It should be beyond question at this point that the archive that Manning gave to WikiLeaks – and that was later published in part by the Guardian and New York Times – is one of the richest and most comprehensive databases on world affairs that has ever existed; its contribution to the public record at this point is almost incalculable. To give you an idea: in just the past month, the New York Times has cited Manning’s state department cables in at least five different stories. And that’s almost six years after they first started making headlines.

We know now that, despite being embarrassing for the United States, the leaks caused none of the great harm that US government officials said would come to pass. Even the government admitted during Manning’s trial that no one died because of her revelations, despite the hyperbolic government comments at the time, including that WikiLeaks had “blood on its hands”. (By the way, the US officials knew they were exaggerating in the media at the time.)

Even if you think that she deserves some punishment for breaking the law, six years behind bars (and being tortured during her pretrial confinement) should be more than enough.

Meanwhile, the former attorney general Eric Holder made headlines on Tuesday when he told David Axelrod that Snowden had done a “public service” by sparking a much needed debate about privacy and technology that had not existed before his leaks about the NSA in 2013. Holder said:

We can certainly argue about the way in which Snowden did what he did, but I think that he actually performed a public service by raising the debate that we engaged in and by the changes that we made.

It’s funny how former officials have a penchant for telling the truth only after they leave office. Holder thinks Snowden should still face trial, but that the judge should take into consideration the public benefit during sentencing. This is a serious gamble, considering people said the same thing about Manning at the time – and she received 35 years in jail. It’s also a reminder of the inherent unjustness of the Espionage Act that Snowden is charged under: he would be barred from telling a jury why he did what he did, or explain the benefits of his leaks until after he was convicted.

Much like Manning, all of the dire consequences that were predicted when Snowden first leaked the NSA files to journalists have not come to pass. And we’ve seen enormous benefits since: Congress passed a historic NSA reform bill, an appeals court ruled the mass surveillance he exposed illegal, Obama implemented further changes to NSA practices, and tech companies have been using encryption to protect millions of people’s privacy where the law falls short.

Unfortunately, the White House is still spouting demonstrably false information in response to Holder. Speaking about his comments on Tuesday, White House spokesman Josh Earnest said: “The fact of the matter is there is a path for whistleblowers to take if they have legitimate concerns about what they are seeing, particularly when it comes to the handling of classified, sensitive information.”

Earnest is, to put it charitably, not telling the truth. Snowden was a contractor, and as such, by law, he did not have any of the whistleblower protections that an employee of the NSA would have. It’s amazing that the White House is still repeating this lie years after it was debunked.

On top of that, we know that the whistleblower protections in place at the time wouldn’t have helped him anyway. Look no further than the compelling investigative piece that Mark Hertsgaard published in the Guardian recently about a former NSA employee in charge of helping whistleblowers who had to become a whistleblower himself after the Pentagon attempted to destroy the life of Thomas Drake, who blew the whistle on NSA spying during the Bush administration.

Maybe the White House is still holding a grudge against Snowden because he exposed its inaction on NSA reform despite Obama’s promises (the White House’s suggestion on Tuesday that many of these reforms were in motion before Snowden went public is laughable). Or maybe they don’t want to seem “weak” to the intelligence community.

But there is precedent for a pardon: Samuel Morrison, the first leaker convicted under the Espionage Act, was pardoned by Bill Clinton during his presidency. Given how powerful figures who have also mishandled or leaked classified information, such as David Petraeus, have gotten off almost scot-free, it’s past time the administration did the right thing and made sure these two American heroes can return from exile and prison.

https://www.chelseamanning.org/press/president-obama-pardon-edward-snowden-and-chelsea-manning
As you know, I am held in an American military prison with only a small library and without access to the internet. In this time of rapid technological advances in social networking and the machine learning age, it’s quite an odd predicament to find myself in.
Today, when once obscure online refrains are now finding their way into the global lexicon — “pics or it didn’t happen” — it’s easy to feel disconnected from a world exponentially intertwined and dependent on technology.
As a military prisoner, my public persona is carefully controlled and enforced. Any interviews or statements that I make — such as this one — must be written or dictated through someone else who types it up on my behalf. I am not allowed to be recorded over the telephone, do any video interviews, or have any pictures taken — with the exception of the occasional grainy mug shot. For those living in my situation, it’s easy to start feeling invisible — left behind and dismissed by the rest of a fast-paced society.
Despite these obstacles, I know I need to keep going. It is important to stay vocal. To stay creative. Active. Motivated. To keep fighting.
I keep fighting to survive and thrive. I am fighting my court-martial conviction and sentence before a military appeals court, starting this month. I am fighting to make the full investigation by the FBI public. I am fighting to grow my hair beyond the two inch male standards by the U.S. military.
I keep fighting to warn the world of the dangerous trend in which the only information you can access is the kind that someone with money or power wants you to see.
And, I keep fighting to let people know that they too can create change. By staying informed and educated, anyone can make a difference. You have the ability to fight for a better world for everyone — even for the most desperate, those at the bottom of the social ladder, refugees from conflict, queer and trans individuals, prisoners, and those born into poverty.
Thank you all so very much for your support over the years, and thank you to Lady Hollick, Mr. Davis, and Dr. Dreyfus for selecting me to be the first person to receive this award. It is truly an amazing treat. I’m honored that my voice continues to be heard. Thank you for all for listening and choosing to fight alongside me. And of course, thank you to Aaron Kirkhouse for accepting this award for me.
I am grateful to you all — for being here tonight, and being there for me tomorrow. Think what we might accomplish if we do one thing — perhaps a grand undertaking or even what may seem to be a tiny, insignificant gesture — each day with the simple goal of making the world a better place.
Good night everyone =)
Blueprint specifies the award is, “specifically for a whistleblower whose revelations have had an enduring impact across a longer period of time. The intent is to highlight that some acts of whislteblowing have a profound impact across eras of time, not just geography. The whistleblower’s revelations may for example cause a longer-term shift in public thought or awareness.”

The 2016 judges panel was comprised of Lady Hollick OBE, investigative journalists Mark Davis and Dr Suelette Dreyfus.

Help us provide support to Chelsea in prison, maximize her voice in the media, continue public education and build a powerful movement for presidential pardon.
KEY

On Monday May 9th, Chelsea Manning was honored for her heroic actions at a London ceremony 1. hosted by Blueprint for Free Speech, a non-profit dedicated to supporting freedom of expression for all individuals and 2. seeking improved government transparency.

Chelsea received this year’s Blueprint 3. Enduring Impact Whistleblowing Prize along with fellow 4. whistleblowers John Kiriakou and Dr. Raj Mattu.

The honor included a cash 5. prize of $7,200; Chelsea confirmed to a Support Network 6. representative that she is grateful she’ll be able to use these funds toward her 7. forthcoming appeal legal fees.

“Whistleblowing is the right to dissent from 8. wrongdoing,” said writer and academic Suelette Dreyfus, one of the three judges who 9. awarded the prizes. “We are proud to publicly 10. acknowledge the bravery of these tremendous people, who have 11. endured persecution and great personal sacrifice because they chose to 12. reveal wrongdoing and corruption in the public interest.”

